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Direct Bxamination - Smith 359

BY MR. SERMOZ: Yes, Your Honor. We would agk
that she be held on standby status, if you will.

BY THE COURT: You will still be uwider subpoena
- but you may leave the courtroom.
{Witness steps down.)

BY THE COURT: wWho does the State call as your
next witness?

BY MR. HARPER: Call Ms. Shelley Smith, Your
Honor. .

BY THE COURT: ghelley Smith,

SHELLEY SMITH,
having been duly and legally sworn, answvered
gquestions on her cath as follows, to-wib:

BY THE COURT: Brouse me, Mr. Harper. You may
proceed.

BY MR. HARPER: HMNay I proceed?

BY THE COURT: Yes, sir.

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. HARDPER:
Q. Would you state your nawe, please, ma’anm,
A. Shelley Amn Smith. | '
Q. Angd, Mz, Bmith, where do vou live?
Al Tara Apartmenta.
Q. That's here in'ﬂ&ichﬁz?

Yaz, mir.

And where are you employved, Ms. Smith?
A, Natchez Community Hospital,
Q. and in what capaﬁity are you employed there?

A. I am a phiebotomist in the laboratory.

A U 4 et R -
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Hirect Examination - Smith
Q. How long have you worked at Community Hospital?

A. A little over a yesr.

-~ well, isal me ask you this before that., %hat
Eraining and education do you have that gualifies you to
e 3 phisbotomist?

A. well, I'm a nationally certified phlebotomist,

- and ¥ have an associate's in pre-nursing.

Q. And I'11l ask you if you were workKing in that
bapacity at Communiby Hoaspital in Pebruary, specifically

b February the 2lst of this yvear, 20027

Al Yes, 8ir.

Q. And were you, in fact, working on that evening?
A Yes, =ir,

Q. Would vou tell uvs wihether or not you had

ceagion to be involved in the treabtment of Lhe minor

e

%

nild, Chleoe Madison Britt, on that particular evening?
A. Yas, sir.
Q. Why don't you just tell us, if you would, how
you came to bs invoelved in that trsatment.
A. ancther lab tech apd I were going to the
fnergency room to return a lab xeport when Rebecca came
junning into the emergency roem with her child and stated
o me that her child was not breathing.
0. et wme stop you just a sscond. You said
Rebecoa. Who are you referring to?

A. The child’s mother, Rebecca Britt.
C Q. Lid you know her prior to thar?

A, No, sir.

380

Q. and I'd like to direct your abtention, Ms, Smith
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Pirvect Bxamination - Smith 3e1
g. You subseguently learned who it was?

A. Yes, sir.

0. S0 the lady came in with the baby?

A. Yes, sir.

G. after she told you that, what did yvou say?

A She gave me the baby, and I said okay. I
Lookad at heyr real guick and noticed that she wasn't
breathing. That she was blue. Had a small bruise on her
Lip. I turned to the other worker I was working with and
cold her to open the ER deoors bhecause there’s a cods Lo
et dyfo the BR and gave a guwick rescue breath, rap into
e emergency yoom, informed our staff Uhat we had a code
260, and Dr, Patterson and I and anr BMT went into the
craums room. I gave a guick breath, The BEMT said, %
fonte think igfs getting in.* Alxr properly getting in.

po D, Patterason took over and btold me to go find out the
rhild*s name, how old the child was. So I left and went
and talked with Ms. Britt and the defendant.

Q. ~ And when the lady came in with the baby, did
anvone come in with her.at that Lime?

A. No, sir.

0. When vou went back ocut to talk with her, who, if
anyone, was with her?

A. The defendani was sitting iﬁ Lhe triage room.

Q. Did you know him pricor {o that date?

Al No. .

Q. id vou see the person thal was with her presentc
in the courtroom today?

- Yes, sir.

TR e )
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_ Direct Bxamination - Smith 362

0. Would you point him out and degeribe what he's
wvearing for me, please, wat am.
A. He's got on ~~ locks like a navy suit.

BY MR. HARPER: Your Honor, we would agk that
the record reflect that the witness has identified
the defendant, Jeffrey Havard.

BY THE COURY: Let the rsgord =g reflech.

BY MR. HARPER:

Q. All right. So you went back out to talk to Ms.
Britt and saw the two of them?

A, Yes, sir.

. Tell us what hap?ened when you got oui there,
A. I asked her -- I asked both of them actually
Row old the aﬁild was and what was hexr name, and they told
L thﬁt her name was Chloe and that she was around six
gonths old, and this was veally hectic becauge I was
gunning back and forth between the emergency room
grocedures and talk with them. I got that information,

Went back out, ran back to the emexgency room to the

rauma room, told the doctors the baby's name and how old
he waz, and they then instructed me to go back and ask --
ind out what happened, what could have caused this, was

he taking anything. 8o I went back te the triage yoom

431

"

here Ms. Britt and the defendant were and asked them, ang

ecky said she had went to the store and came back to

5

gheck on Chlos, and she wasn't breathing, and she came
gtraight to the emergency room. And the defendant then
gaid that ~- well, while Becky was gone they had given hex

W« he had given her medicine and wihile she was gcn@'shat

b B e mad F
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Pirect Exemination - Smigh 363
she had spit up and that he had changed her and put her to
ed . |

Q. Dkay. Did he wake -~ what, if anvthing, did he
pay. to you about any injuries the child may have received
vnile she was gone to the store?

A, He did not say. fThe only thing he said was he

ave her her say medicine in a smushed up banana, and that
Zhe had spit up. 8o he cleaned her up and changed her and
but’ her to bed.

G. What, if aaything sise, did eivher one of them
Eay at bhat point in time?

3. He asked for a cigarette.

Q. He asked you for a cilgaretie?

A. Uh~hus,

Q. In the hospital?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. and what, if anything, did you do at that point?
AL I gave him a cigarette, and then I went back
fnd told the emerxgency room physician that she had been
paking some nmedicine for an ear infection. They gave it
fo her in a banana, and that's all at that point. That's
&11 we kKnew at that point.

Q. What, if anything, did you do at that point?

A, I stood by until they were ready to draw blood,
and I drew the chemistry panel and CBC and took it --

Q. what did vyou do after you drew those?

A. I rook it back to the lab and waited for the
results angd tcocok them back. I had to geb all the

nformation for ocur computer system., So I was back and

L R
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Pirect Examination - Smith | 364
Forth between the emergency room desk and the lab getting
i nformation for our computers.

Q. You were in and out of the room, bulk you
veren't in there extended pericds of time to cbserve
Lreatment or anything like that?

A To an extent, yes. I was there wvhen she let
sut. I was in the room when the bhaby bled out. An
aneurysm, 8o to say, when you bleed, it just fills your
Face and it just locked like a vacuum -- they had turned
an air hose on and just blew her face up is what it locked
ke

. Just tell us if you can recall what, if anything

¢lge, other than what vou've already told us about what

gl

you observed about the baby after she had gotten into the

Boapital.
F When we got her into the trauma room, when we
gpened her mouth, we did -- when you're trained in CPR,

you always do a tongue sweep to make sure there's nothing
locking the airway because we didn't know if she was
ghoking or what. When we opened her mouth to do a tongue

gweep, we noticed bruising along the top of the gum line

here and bad on the -- right here on your gum --
Q. Right.
Al ~- with that little tendon that connects your

Jip to the top of the jaw.

Q. I believe they call that your frenulum. Would
fhat be right? _

A I think =0.

a. Okay .

R R
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Pirect Bxamination -~ Smith 365 !
A, I think so. But I noticed that was really
srulsed, and iU was kind of cozing blood. It was real
red, I noticed brulsing around her lips and a little
bruising on her forehead, Somewhere on her forehead.

Q. Lid you ecbgerve anything about the child in your
bbservations of hex?

A. Nob st that point. That was -~ at that point

Age and/or date ofbirth were

is when I lsft to go oult the age, how old w not contained on the printout
€ ® go find ou ge. she was, of the blood test results. This is

Hate of birth or statistical information for oux sysh&ms.wmtm normal uplues” listed
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Q. Ar any point after thar, 4did you have an
ppportonity to observe the child and notice any other -«
anyhhing else?

A, When we -- when I went back and I was talking
Yith Dy, Patterson, T noticed that she was -~ you know -~
gnd still klue and her stabs were going down again right
before she bled out, but other than that, ¥ didn't notice

Anything else. I wasn't there for a 1ot of ik,

dny more after that one canver&&tién that you described
for us?

A, It was kind of back and forth. It was just -~
he just said that she had went to the store, and he

g¢hanged her. She spit up and he changed her and put hexr

He didn't onderstand what was going on.

Q. Tou went out there moxe than one time?
A, Yes, sir. It was bits and pisces at a time we
dere gethbing -- rumning back intc --

Q. Bid he ever ask you for any more cigareties?

Q. Did you have occasgion o talk with the defendant

o bed while she was gone. While the wother was gone, and

on the printout of
test results were tH
that are normal fo
not a child or infa

an ad
t.

the bload
e values

ult,
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Iross-EBxamination - Smith

A No.  About that time iz when the police
pfficers showad up.

0. Okay.

BY MR, HARPER: The Court indulge me just a
noment, Your Honoer. We'll tender this witness at
this time.

RY THE COURT: Crosg-examination.

CROSS-BXAMINRTION
BY HMR. SERMOS:

Q. Yes. A phlebotomist. In common parlance,

b

that *s the main job a phiebotomist does?
A. To draw blood.

0. And to be a phiebobomist, do you need to have a

LEN or RN or anybhing like that?

A. No. A phiebotomist is its own training in
Btgelif,

Q. You said that Mr.bﬁavard asked for a cigarette?

. Yes, sir.

G. It's certainly not ﬁﬁaommnn for somebody in an
rgency room area to ask for a cigaretbte or want to
j:ike one, iz it?

A. Ne, sir. It's not,
0. Or to be nervous either, is it?
A No, sirv, It's noeb.
BY MR. SERMOS: HNo further guestions, Your
Honox,
BY THE COURY: Any redirect?
BY MR. HARPER: None, Your Honor. All righc,

You may step down. Will this witness be excused by

366
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Direct BExmamination ~ Godbold 36?
b?th gidesg?

RY ME. SERMOZS: Yesn, Your Honor. _

BY THE COURT: You'll be xelea&éd under your
subpoena. You may go.

BY ME. HARPER: Yes, sir. YWe would excuse her
Loo, Your Honor. ‘
(Witneas steps down.)

BY THE COQURT: who does the State call asg your
next witnesg?

BY MR, HARPER: We would call Ms. Angel Godbold,
Your Honor.

BY THE COURT: Angel Godbold.

BY MR. HARPER: May I progeed, Your Honox?

BY THE COouUmr. 3&3, gsir.

DIRECT EXAMIN&TION

BY MKE. HARPER:

o. Hould you state your pame, please, ma'am.

- Angela Godbold.

0. And, HMs. Godbhbold, where do you live?

A. I live in the Mark Apartments on Lower Woodville
Hoad . ,

Q. And what is your employment, Ms, ¢odbold?

A. I'm a registersd nurse in the smergency

)

lepartment at Natchez Community Hospital and at Nabtchesz

Yyt

egional Medical Center.

Q. How 1ong‘havs-you been working as an smergency
doom nurge?

A, Since 1994.

Q. And how long have you been working at Caméanity

PR NP P






