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Cloming Arxgument - Rosenblatt ' 808
arguments by counsel for each side. Keep in mind
chat what the attorneys tell vou 18 not evidence in
this case. You heaxd the evidence by way of the
s%arn testimony 0f the witnesses fyom the witness
stand and also any exhibits that have been admitted
into evidence which the Court will allow you to go
back with you inte the jury reom. IL the attorneys
in making their cloging oy final arguments, if they
verall the testimony of the witnesses different from
what you recall the witness saying, you're ko use
your own recollecticon of whaf vou heard the witness
say From the witness stand., 8o ab this time, the
Court is going rto allow the f£inal or closing
arguments, first by the State. Mr. Rosenblatt,

BY MR, ROSENBLATT: Thank you, Your Honor. Ladies'
and gentlemen, in Wilkinson County last year a man was
convicted for robbirng the main gtreet liquor store, and he
took five bottles of Crown Roval, and when the judge asked
him why he did it, he looked up at her kind of puzzled and
said, “"Because I ran out of something to drink™. 3As a
prosecutor i certainly don't approve of that activity,
but ag a human being I can understand this, It makes some
sense Lo me, This case is not like that. This case I
cannet understand. Please don't Ly to understand this
case. Wé cannot. understand what makes a man do what
Jeffrey Havard did. We camnot understand the testimony
that we'tve heard from the witness stand. Try not to put
yourself in his shoes. Clean-cut looking young wan and

tzy to figure cut why could hg have done something iike
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Closing Argument - Rosenblatt 608
that. Believe Jeffrey Havaxd's statemsnt when he telils -
you, "1 can’t explain it." #When the deputies ask him,

*How do you explain the damage that was done to her rear
end® what did he gay? "I can't explain it." #7 don't

know hiow -~ I don't know of no way to explain it.?

Believe that because there iz no way to explain it. We
cannot understand what happened. Again when he says, "I

am going to ask you one wmore bime, did vou molest the
baby?". “No, I did neot." "How 4o yvou explain her being
molesghed?” I can't explain it.Y We don't expect an
gxplanation for this kind of behavior, Ffor this king of
activity. Hather than try to understand why, let's f&ca& ‘
ot what happened becauvse that's our job today. Your job
ag & juror as we told you when this case began is to
determine the facts to determine what happened and then
apply those facts Lo the law thakb the Judge has given vou.
hat do we know that happened. The only person, bthe only
pergon in the house with the;baby. That s correct. Ms
and the baby. The only person in the house, me and the
baby. And what did Jeffrey do? Do you remember after
Becky went to the grogery store and got groceries. She
came back from the grocery store and what does Jeffrey say
in his statememt? Shh. Don't bother her. Don't go in
there. Don't go in where the baby is. Now, ladies and
yentlemen, I don't know exactly what happened when., [ am
ot able Lo tell you when the dastardly deed took place.

I know it was some time while Becky was gone, I don't
know which trip she was gone that he actuwally did what he

Higd ox maybe both times. I don't know, but I do know when
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Closing Axrgument - Rosenblatt : 610

she came back from the grocery store, the testimony from
the witnesgs stand and by the statement you have here, he
told her shh. Dontt goe in there. Ilsave the baby alone.
But she went in there, made a brief check in the dim
iighn, heard a funny nolse, thought that everything was
okay. She was terribly wrong. When she came back the
second time from the Blockbuster, and isn’'t that
interggting. She comes back from the grocerxy store,
groceries in her hand and imrediately he hands her $20.00
and spays, "Now, go to Blackbugter.® Clear #0ross LoOwn.
This is not a normal family situwation. ' This is not
something typically yvou would expect for the man to say,
*You go. Leave me hers with the baby." And remember this
wag & man she had moved with in three weeks before along
with her baby. Look at what we 4o know. When she comes
back £rom the Rlockbuster, where iz Jeffrey? In the
pathroom, the door closed. Where else could he be? Oould
he be standing there when she comes in and finds hexr
child, When she comeg in and finds hex baby lifelesss in
the cxib, ¢ould he be standing there? No. That would be
impogesible. There’s no way he could do that. He's in the
bathroom. ®When she goreams and he comes out. Ladies and
gentlemen, this ig & -~ this is a hard case. This casge
has been filled with emotion, and the Judge has read you
an instyuction that your decision is not to be basad on
passion. Your decision is to be based on the facts that
came from thisg witness stand, Ladies and gentlemen, there
has still been a lot of emotiom in this case, and I don't

think you can disregard the emotion you heaxd from the
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§Closing Argument - Rosenblabt 611
witness stand. You heard geasoned deputies. You heard
m&ﬁical.persannel« I just think of Ms. Murphy, been a
nurse for thirty years. Nurse Godbold, been an emergency
Jroom nurse for ten years, and what did they say? I have
seen nothing iike it. It affected them. It upset them,
what they saw, and every one of them when they saw that
baby said this baby has been sexually assaulted. This
baby has been sexually penstrated. Tﬁey were shocked,
The first thiné they did in the middle of thelr treatment
was ¢all the law. This baby has been assaulted. I think
eapecially the remark that Coroner Lee -- and this is our
coroner. 1 mean, just imaging what he s2es, and vhat did
Coroner Lee see when he came in.there an@ took one look at
that baby and he said something is terribly wrong.
jRepenmber the téstimony that vou heasxrd. You hesrd from
Nurse Godbhold, Nurse Murphy. Immediately told yvou this
loaby has been penetrated. You heard from Dr. Patterson,
Told you the game thing. Every one of them agreeing. 2and
ithen you heard Dr. Dar who along with Dr. Patterson looked
into the baby's eves and sald, "I see retinal hemorrhage.
This baby is a shaken baby. She's got brain damage, Bhe's
in bad troubls.® ‘“They didn't know the haby had besn hurt
{irom Jeffrey. Jeffrey comes to the hogpital and says
nothing about how the baby could have been hurt, .Nﬁthing
fto aid in the treatment of this child., Only later does he
yive the statement explaining what might have happened to
the baby, and nothing at the time when it c¢ould have
nelped. Remember the testimony of Dr. Hayne who told yvou

that this baby died of head trauma of being shaken
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Closing Argument - Clark 612
violently. A violent shaking would be the egquivalent of
being in a cay wreck, of being dropped from a high height
is the indury that this baby suffered to her head. Again
shaksen violently. And after having been sexually
penetrated. Ladies and gentlemen, this has bgen a haxd
case in many wayg, Ib's besn a hard case ewmotionally, but
it*e not a hard case factually. Bveryone has agreed on
what. happened. Every one of our witnesses said
.immediate}y when they saw that child, they knew exactly
what had happened. This baby was ghaken to death having
baen sexu&li? assaulted, and ladiez and gentlemen, don't
try to understand it. Don't try to figure oult how it
could have happened. Just know what did happen and rendey
vour verdict of guilt? of vapital murder because thab’'s
what this man ig ¢ver there for deing that to this child.
BY THE COURT: Mr. Clark.

BY MR. CLARK: Thank you, Your Honor. Ladies and

jgentlemen, we have heard several days of testimony here.

BY THE JURCRS: Can you speak louder, please,

BY MR. CLARK: ¥We've heard sevexal days of testinmony
here, We've heard various law enforcement officers talk.
He've heard various and sundry doctors, murses,
ppecialists, people like that in the medical profession,
and we've heard a taped statewent that was given by
jeffrey Havard in this case too about what happened that
night. I'm sure you remember what he said yesterday.
That‘what -- he was like anybody else that had a terrible
pocident to happen. He panicked. He didn't mean to drop

bhat child., You saw the tape. You saw his reaction. You
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