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Direct Examination - Murphy
BY MR. ROSENBIATT: Youxr Honor, the State would
call Mrs., Patricia Murphy.
BY THE COURT: Pabypicia Murphy.
PATRICLA MURPHY,
having begen duly and legally sworn, answered
guestions on her cath as follows, bto-wikt:
BY IHE CQURT: Come have a seat, plsase.
BY MR, ROSENBIATT: May I proceed, Youxr Honor?
BY THE QOURT: Yes, sir.
DIRECT EXAMINATION

Y MR, ROSENBLATY:

g, Mrs., Murphy, you're a nurse here in ﬁataﬁ&z?'

A Yes, I am.

e. What kind of nurse are you? Do you have a
Bpecialoy?

A. I am an emsrgency roon nurse. I have had the

3ette¥ part of thirty years in nursing, and twenty vears
bY that have been in the smergency room.

Q. And where do you work, plesase, ma’am,

A I have retired £rom Natchez Regional after
Ewenty~five years of gervice thare, and I am now emploved
pith Natchez Community emergency room.

O. Have long have wou been there?

A Full time, a year.

0. and you wexe working there on February the Zist
bf this past year?

A, Correat.

0. Do you remember that night, Mrs. Murphy?

A. Yes, I do.
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Direct Examinabion - Muxphy 387

Q. What about that night is memorable to you? Do
vou remember a particular pati&ﬁt that came in, a little
joaby?

A, Yes, ¥ <o, On the night aboul 9:30, somewhere

long in there, Shelley Smith, one of lab technicians or
hiebotomist over at the hospital, came running through
the doors holding a baby and screamed out that the baby
was not breathing. <Call a code. All ¢f the emergency
room peraonnel on duty, including the doctor, all ran down
km our major travma yoom. I lingered behind for a mimate
1 éwm to page overhead for a code 300 which is an
emergency. And during this emergency, other people
throughout the hospital come to assist usg and give us
gupport . Right after 1 paged the code 300, I went down to
the treatment room. They bhad the baby on the bed.
Resuscltated measures had been started liks amboo bag,
hich is breathing for the baby, and cardiac compressions.
Ee Qere asgisting on gatting the baby hooked up to a
cardiac monitor and getting an IV started and that sort of
thing.

0. A pretty frantic scene? .

A. Yes.

. Mres. Murphy, when you say "they,? would you kind
hE tell us who was there?

A, "They” being Dr. Patterson, Amgela Godbold, RK.
i think Bteve Hobertson was the nurse from the intensive
rare unit that responded, two respiratory tharapists were
Fhere, and myssli,

0. ¥hat did you do next?




LASER HOND FORMA T PENOAD « HEDEAITE00E » senaasadoonm

10
11
12
i3
14
15
i6
17
18
is
20
21
22

23

25
26
27
28

49

ﬁirect Examination - Murphy , 388
"é- At that time, I cut the baby’s T-shirt off of
{14, noticing that the baby was clean as a whigkle. I mean
it leooksd like it had just come cut of a bathbub, had Hdust
been put on a fresh T-shirt. There was no drooling, no
miik formula, nothing on the clothes. The baby was super'
i) ean.
Q. Is that tyﬁical?
a. No. DNot by any means. A baby this size usually
will be -~ will have some drool on it because it's
Fecthing abt thab podnt, you know. T then -~ Dr. Pabbterson
ras asking sboot history. Does anybody know anything |
hhout the baby. What's happened. 8o --
Q. and forgive me. What's the point of that? why
?g it important to know history?
A, It's important to know why, pessible clues as
o why the baby is not breathing.
0. What sort of information would be important to
PO ? |
A. Usually a baby or a small c¢hild that has had a
cardiac resplratory arrest, they will usually ~-- the death
La usually precipitated by an airway obstruction or some
Lyvpe of respiratory problem that causes Lhe heart not to
peat .  Usually if you go go long without breathing, souner
by latexr, the heart is-gaing Lo stop.

Q. So it's not the heart tyoubles --
A, Babies ig usually -- they guit breathing or
their heart stops beating because of a respiratory problsm
ﬁn& not a car@i&c probles.

Q. And it was a respiratory problem y'all were

A W amk e o g oo e T

-, e
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Direct Bxamination meurphy . 388
investigating initially?

A. Well, vou iny&snigate the whole situstion.

Okay. The baby was not breathing. It did not have
jheazt beat. Youtve got Lo find oub what precipitated this
avent .

Q; ¥ag that part of vour dob?

A Correct.

Q. And what did yvou do?

A. I saw that there were people there bo btake care
»f the baby. Okay. I left the scene and went oub to the
frailring room to talk to the family.

;. And who did you talk to? Do you regsll?

A, I zalked t¢ Rebecga, the baby's mother, and a
vourng man. Did not know who be was or what relationship
ne was Lo the bhaby.

. Do you know who he is nmow? Dig -~

A. Yes, T do.

Q. -~ you gubseguently learn who he is?

A. I have subseguently -- later that night, I

Found out who he was,

Q. And whe is he?

A Havard. Jeffrey Havard.

Q. Is he here today?

A Yes, he is.

3. Would you point him out and describe what he's

wearing, please.
A. ‘the young man sitting at this table right there.
BY MR. ROSENBLATT: Iz that sufficient for the

Court to recotmize --

PP Py



Fitzy
Highlight


Lt

LASERBOHD POAMA €8 PEMBAD « 1M KT pN3R- waw Sangad zom

10
11
iz
13
14
15
16
i7
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

IDiyect Bxamination - Muyphy 150
BY THE COURYT: It's sufficient. Let the vecord
a0 reflect.
BY MR. ROSENBLATT:
Q. That. 's the same man you talked to thab night?
A correct . - ‘
Q. Why did you talk to hin?
A When: -- I don't know whe it was that initially
put tha mother of the baby, Rebecca, and thig young nman
into ocur triage xoom. I went out to go find the family.
They were in the triage room, the twe of them. I went in

and noticed that they were both visibly shaken. They were

crying, upset. Just -- just totally shocked feeling ox
Aoting. |
Q. H¥hat information were you able to get from them

‘that was of help to vou?

A, Well, when I assked bphem what happened, bhoth of
rhem gtarted talking at the same time. Both of them -~ I
jind of stopped them. 1 said tell meé what happened,
Rebecea told me that she had gone to the stove., They gave
hhe ~- she gave the baby her medicine. S8he left to go to
Lhe store. Jeffrey was supposed to bath the baby and put
hexr o bed, And I said, what happened. He said, I
athed the baby and put her to bed.® z.ask&d him, I maid,
50 what happened during this length of time. He said, "I
pvathed her and put her to bed.”

2. He didn't offer vou any other explanatbion?

A. Hothing. I said, so, Rebegca gave her her
nedicineg and she left to go to the store, and when you

pere ~- while she was gone, you bathed the baby and put
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Direct Examination - Muxphy 381
her in the bed. Yes. And I gaid, so, 4id anything
nappen? No. T said nothing out of the oxdinary happened,
did it? No. ﬁo.‘ Everything was fine. EBEverything is
fine. Just bathed hexr and put hexr in the bed.

Q. And did you go back to report that?

A, Yes, I did. '

Q. What was the sgene when you went back?

A, When 1 went back to the room, resuscitaiive

asures were still in progress, and I stepped up to the
Ejé‘af the bed and Angela Godbeld said -- she bturned
farcound and -~

BY MR, SERMUS: Objection, Your Honor. Hearsay.

BY MR. ROSERBLATT: Your Honoxr, this is not
being introduced to prove the truth of it. It's to
met the scene of what this witness is testifyisg to,
£o put it into & context. She's not testifying as to
the truth of what Ms. Godbold said. It's not ’
hearsay,

BY THE COURYT: I am going Lo sustain the
objection. She can testify about what she obsgerved
znd what happened.

BY MR. ROSENBLATT: Thank vou, Your Honor,

BY MR. ROSENBLATT:

Q. Mrs. Murphy, you understand you can just say
Wwhat - -

A, Yes. What happened is that when I went back
inte the room I asked her how was it going, and she turped
around and she said, ﬁioek at this."

Q.  What did vou see?




LASERADOND AU A @) PENDAD « - EDMEIVIIEE < wwve st o

1o
11
12
13
14
is
186
1%
18
19
28
21
22
23
24
25
26
a7
28

28

Dixect Examination - Muxphy 392
A. And she raised the baby's legs up, and 1 saw its
rectal area.
Q. what did you see of the rectal area?
A, The rectum was gaped open a diameter of two to
ktwo and a half centimesterg which eguals about an inch in
diameter, which would probably squal the size of a
uarter. Just gaped open.
4. Is that normzal?
A, That iz not normal by any means, The rectum is
usually ~- the rectuw gphincter muscle dg usually tight
and closed.

BY MR. ROBENBLATT: May 1 approach the witness,
Your Honor?

BY THE COURT: Yes, air.
BY MR. ROSENBLATT:
2. Mrs. Muxphy, I'm going to show you what's been
marked as Bxhibit 5.
A. Uh~hum.
Q. This is a plctuxe rebort&dly taken shortly aftex
“he haby!s death. I ask you to describe in vrelation to

what you saw that night to what's depicted in that picture

bf the baby’s anal area.

A, Okay.
Q. Doeg that reflest what you saw that night?
A No.

0. In what way? In what way deoes it fail to
reflect what you saw?
A, When I saw the baby's rectum, it was gaped open.

pen.,  I'm talking like this., COkay? This looks like

4 ha A
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Direct Examinabion - Muyphy 393
pozsibly might be after rigor mortis has set in.
G, Ckay.
A, That it does not gape open like that. Alchough
the rectum right heve is atill -- it’s elongated., Looks
like it might have some tears around the sgphincter.

£, And you --

AL S0 that looks better than what I sav insofar as

the body was not Liym and rigor wortis had not set in at

that time.

0. Mrs. Murphy, how lomy have you been a nurse?

A. Twencty-seven vears, I think. Something like
that.

Q. You've seen all sorts of stuff in that time, I
CUess .

A. I have seen dugt aboul the worst of the worst,

but. this has beean the worst.

g. Have you seen sexual trauma before?’
A, Yas, T have.
0. The wounds that vou saw to that rectal area, did

that indicate to sexual trauma?

A, Oh, yeah. Oh, yeah.

Q. You sound very clear on that?

A It definitely appeared it to my notion.

a. Did you notice any other injuries on the baby?
A. The baby had some bruising around the rectum.
The perineum which -~ ¢x the vulva which is up toward the
front and the vaginal area was bruised around the ocuter
kissue. It had a couple of small brui$&§ on each thigh.

It had some bruises on the foreshead.

il
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Direct Examination - Murphy 394
0. Mrs., Murphy. let me show you, if I may --
Al Uh-hum.
Q. For example, in Stace’é Exhibit Rumber 4, you ~-
A, Ul Fam,
Q.- Would you indicate to the jury what you're
talking about when you're talking about bruising on the
leg.
A. Yeah. Little swall bruises asbove the left knes
and - -
G.  Would you indicate that for the jury, please.
A. Above the left knee here, and there were some
zmall bruises over here on the right thigh,
2. Onn Bxhibit Numbey --

Can viall see that?

On Bxhibit Rumber 6 --
A Thig one. Okay.
G. Which i a ~-
A Yes,
Q. -~ view of the baby's face. Would you show us
Lhe bruising there? |
A. The bruising across the forehead on the right
Forehead there. ’
Q. And then finally, if I may, in BExhibits Number 7
gnd 8, explain to us the injury that you see in thosse
bhotographs,
A. The bruising on the wouth here on the upper lip
and kind of around the edge.of the nose there, and then
this shows the torn fremulum which is that little piece of

tkin that comnects the upper lip to the gum above the .

e pF m gt b el e

.
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A. Nothing worked., We 4id get back a heart beat

Jthat was ~- for a while. I then lefr the room to go out

and talked with the mother again. Somecone had moved her
o & different xoom out in the emergency room area, oub in
the walting room area, and 1 talked with her. By that
time, the shexiff’s deputy was there, and he and I both
intervigwed Rebecca. And she told wme that the --

BY MR. SERMOS: Obdect to what she said is
hearsay. o

BY THE COURT: TI'l1 gustain.
BY MR. ROSENBLATT:
g. That's fine. that'sg fine. ¥ understand, FMrs.
%urpﬁy, wetre just talking about what you cohserved. 3as
far ag -- you mentioned the respiratory obstruction. Is
Lhat. what happened to Chloe? 8he c¢hoked, or did she die
Eyom other mesans?
&. I think probably the pathologist or whoever did
the autopoy would be able to hetter answer that, but from
vhat we observed when the actual death cccurred after we
ot back a heart beat, it was consistent with the subdural
nematoma or major head injury, better known ag shaken

saby ayndrome.

Q. S¢ it turned out there was a head injury
involved?

B There was & head injury involved.

G. But you never got any indicaticn of that from -»

A None, None whatsoever.
Q. M. Havard or «-
A

. None. They -just put the baby to slgep to bed,

Direct BExamination - Murphy 384
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Direct Bxamination - Murphy 395
reeth. Ckay. That's torn also.

Q. Have you seen an injury like that in children
hefore?

Al Usually older children that are walking that

fwill f£all or something like that.

<. And do what?

A, And have a kind of a blow to the face that will
kind of rap the lip. Theyire usually walking or something
1ike that.

Q. And would this child have been walking at six
ponths?

A. I doubt it. Very few children do.

Q. What would cauge this sort of injury in a
mon-walking baby?

A, From everyibhing that I have learnsd, it's
usually something large being shoved inte the mourh, being
Hammed into the moulh,

Q. #e're not talking about a bhottie here, Mrs.
Murphy?

A. Unh-unth. I wouldn'*t think so.

0. What happened next in the treatment of Chioe
Brice?

A, I stayed in the room for a while. I was -- I
khink I pushed a wedicine for -- trying some éiff&reﬁt
resuscitative things. Some daxtrusé, some glucose Lo gee
Ef we can -- if waybe the blood sugsar was Eaal low that
might have caused thig. We attempted to revive her by
tiving her some D 10 W, Dextrose, ten pereent,

6. id anyching work?®

ekt Lt

e
+
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shabament?

Al I awm gorry. I can't --

1o Lo yvou remember wyiting a statement?
Yes, I do.
Q.. Qkay.

BY MR. CLARK: May I approach the witnses,
Honor?
BY THE COQURYT: Yes, sir.
{Mr. Ciark shows document Lo My, Harper and My,
Rosenblatt .}
BY MR. CLARK:
Q. D¢ you recognize that?

A, Yes. That's my writing.

A, {ih-~hum,
a. What was the day?

A, The date i 2-22-02 at 4:18 a.m.

387

Cross-Examination - Murphy
and that was it.
¢. As far as they --
A As far as he told me.
BY MR. ROSENBLATYT: Your Honor,. I tender this
witness --
RY THE COURT: Crogs-examinatbion?
BY MR. RG&E&BL&TT; -« for questions of the
defense,
CROSS-EXAMINATION.
BY MR. CLARK:
G. Mrs. Murphy, do you remember giving or writing a

Your

Q. Is that the statement that vou wrote on that

bt dia
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Cross-~Examination -~ Murphy 398

Q.
oifice.
A,
after the
G.
A
Q.
B.

2.

So that had been written ab the sheriffig

No. It was written in the emergency room right
incident,

To a police officer --

Yes, it was.

= G daeputy sheriff?

Romnie Coleman was there,

Would you please -- I belisve it's on the third

page thers. 1 believe I wnderlined it for you.

A.

.

Ut~ ham.,

Where yvou -~ did vou not state in that statement

that you didn't see any abnormal --

different
Q.
Al
o8
A,
opening.
part.
Q.

Abnormality?

Yes. Thank you,

I did write that.

with the baby's vaginag at the time.

I did not notice any abnormality --

Right.

Around the wvaginal area. Now, the vagina is
from the valva. Ckay.

A1l right.

It’s two completely different afeas.

Qkay.

The vagina being right in the inside at the

The wvulva ig the tissuve that iz on the outer

Okay. And in your conversationms with Ms. Britt

and with Jeff Havard, you said that he told you that he

Py
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Redirect Bxamination - Murphy
had given the baby a bath; is that right?

A. Uh-hum.

Q. And Ms. Britt was there. Did she say anybhing
about that?

A She said that when she left Lo go to the store,
he was supposed te give her & bath and put her to bad
while she was gone.

g. ~Okay. That's what she said.

A. Yes. Uh-hum.

0. Okay. Thank you very mach.

A. You're welcome.

BY THE COURT: Any redirect?
KEDIRECT ZXAMINATION
BY MR. ROSENBLATT: |

Q. Mrs. Murphy ~--

A Uh-~hum,

Q. Let me ask vou. Rhen you were interviewing
thege people, it was sort of a framtic gcens; was it nob?

A. Uhi-bom.

Q. And that everyvone was sort of talking to you at
cree?

A, They 4did until I stopped them, and eaid 1 can't
ligten but to one at the bime, you know.

Q. Now, Mrz. Murphy, in regard to Mr. Clark's
guestion about the vaginal area. You said it appeared to
you that the wounds that you saw were consistent with
samﬂihing large being inserted in the rectum?

A. Yes, gir.

Q. and something large being inserted into the
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Redirect Examinaiion ~ Murphy £90

mouiih?

AL Uh-hum,
. But vou didn't see any evidence necessarily of
anything large being inte this baby's vagina?
A o, I 4id nob.
Q. 8¢ two out of three?
A Correct.
G. Thank you, ma'am,
BY MR. ROSERBIATT: That's all I have, Your

Hopoy.

BY THE COURYT: You may gtep down. Would sach
pide release thisg witnegs?

BY MR. SEEMOS: Yes, we zelease her, Your Honor.

BY MR. HARPER: Yes, Your Honor, We'd release
her.

BY THE COURT: You'll be released under your
subpoena. You may go.

BY THE WITNESS: Thank you.

{Witness steps down.}

BY THE COURT: Who does the State call as your
n&xt.witne$$?

BY MR, ROSENBIATT: Your Honor, the Statrte would
call Dr. Laurie Patterson.

BY THE COURT: Dr. Laurie ~~

BY MR. ROSENRBLATT: I am soryy. Our next two
witnesseg are physiciang, and we believe we have them
availsblie but --

BY THR COURT: Do you want 0 check real quick?

{Mr. Hosenblatt checks to see if the witnesses are in

o G a At b b

fa s bk
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Direot Examination ~ Patberson 401
« the courthouse.)

BY MR. HARPER: Judge, apparently, Dr. Pattexrson
is in route and should be here shortly. We have the
coroner here. If it please the Court, we'll go ahead
and call him now. ¥ don't think -~

BY THE COURT: 1Is that what vou desire to do?

BY MR. HARPER: Yes, sir. We'll just go ahead
and call him at this point and she should be here -~

BY THE COURT: James Lee.

BY MR. HARPER: Yeg,'ﬁir. James Lee, She’s
here now, Your Honoxr. Let us just go ahesd and cail
hexr. I apologize to the Court. I hate to kesp her
wailting now that Itve got her rushed up here. I
think she worked last night and woke her up to get
her down here.

BY THE COURT: Come forward and be sworn,
pilease.

IR. LAURIE PATTERS(HN,
having been duly and legally sworn, answered
questions on her cath as follows, to-wit:

BY MR. ROSENBLATY: May I proceed?

BY THE COURT: Yes, sir.

DIRECT BXAMIBATION
BY MR. ROSENBLATT:

Q. Dr. Pattereon, thank for being here with us
today. Would you tell this jury where you work and what
yeu do, pleass, ma'am.

A. I am an emgygency room physician at Natchez

Cowsmunity Hospital.
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