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Blrect Bxamination - Guodwin 321
having been duly and legally sworn, answered
questions on her cath as follows, to-wit:
BY MR, HARPER: May I proceed, Your Honor?
BY THE COURY; Yes, sirv.
DIRECY EXAMINATION
BY MR. HARPER:
Would you state your name, plesse, wa'an.
amanda Goodwin.
N And, Ms. Goodgin, wheve do you 1iv§?
A, I live at 22 Hibiscus Lane.
£. That*s here in Natchez?
A About geven miles north of btown,

Q. And at this time, Mp. Goodwin, where are you

-employed?

A I am a teacher at Cathedral Elementary School.
Q. Angd are you -~ would you -~ what type of
reachex?

A I'm & special education teacher.

G. what training have you had as far as your
pducational background?

A I ha%& four yvears of college, bachelor's
Hegree.

Q. And that's in special education?

A, Special education., Yes.

Q. And how long have you worked at Cathedral?
A, This is wy fivst year. I've only been thers
inee August.

G. and prior to that, where do you work?

A, Teaching oY -~
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Direct Bxamination - Goodwin 322
0. No. Your previous employment .
A, My previouvs employment was wibh Grace UMC ¢hild

development center. I was their child care director.

0. You were their child care diregtor?
A, Tes.
. How long did you serve in that capacity?

A About & vear.
. I£ T am coryxect, you actually were the one that

ptarted that child care ~-

A Right.,

Q. -~ development center there?

A, Xes.

¢. Corvect me if I am wrong, Ms. Goodwin, vou had

certain gualifications that vou had to meet to gerve in
-hat capacity; is that right?

A, Yas,

G, Would you tell uzs a little bit about that,
please, ma'am.

A, In oxderx to serve as a child care director, you
nust have either a four-year degree, which I have, in
blementary aducation, special educabtion, child
levelopment, something along those lines. ‘There are other
vays to gualify.

0. That's the way that vou gualified?

A. That's the way that I qualified. Yes.

Q. Do you have to be certified before you can gserve
in that position?

A. Certified?

Q. Does the State have to approve you or give you
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Direct Examination - Goodwin 323

approval Lo gexrve in that capacity before --

A, Well, I had to go through background checks,
Fingerprints, but amy degres gualified me for that.

Q. Okay. Angd how long -- I may have asked vou
thig. How long did you serve as director of c¢hild care
devalcpménﬁ?

Al About & vesr.

G, Okay. And T'11 ask vou that in that capacity
did you have occasion to become acguainted by an infant
child by the name of Chloe Madison Brite?

A, Tos,

Q. Would vou tell us about that, pleases, ma‘’am.

A. Maddie was envolled in our child care center on
October the st of 2001, She was approximately four weeks
old.

0. You refer to her as Maddie. Is that what y'all
called hexr?

B That's what we called her.

Q. And that is one and the same as Chloe Madison
Brite?
A, Yes, it is.

g, And you say she was snrolled. Tell us how that
-~ how do ytall s do y'all have somebody that's enrolled
for five days & wesk or less than five days, or how is
that =~

A. She was enyolled full time. She atrtended five

days a week.

0. what. hours did the children usually stay there

wheayy ~ -
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Direct Examination - Goodwin 324

A, We opened at seven a.m. and cloged at six p.m.

Q. What was her -- was she there prefty much all
jthe time?

A. Yes. Sherd usually come in around nine or ten

D' elock, and she was usually there until 5:30, 6:00,
Q. That wae -- she was consistently there during
that period of time from October 17
A, Yes. Maddie was hardly ever abssent.
. I'11 ask you, Ms. Goodwin, was she, in fact,
there on February the 2lst? I think that was a Thuraday
of this year?
A. Yes. Shée was. 8She was signed in at 10:30 a.m,
by her mothexr and signed out at 5:30 p.wm. alge by her
nGbher,
g, By hef mother?
A, Yes.
0. Pid you have occasion to Bee her on that
barticular day?
3. I did. I was pot working in the infant room
Chat day, but I was in and out of the room, and I did see
hey. One occasion that sticks in my mind, I walked into
bhe room to talk to one of the care givers, and I heaxrd a
ough, and I turned to wmy left, and Maddie was sikting in
bhe swing. She was weaving -- {pause)
{(Witness begins crying.} A

Q. Take your time.

A She was wearing purple, and ¥ commented to the
care giver about her cough.

BY MR. HARPER: May I approach, Your Honor?
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Direct Bxaminagion - Coodwin 325
BY THE COURT: "Yesg, sir.
BY MR, HARPER:
g, Toke your time.
{Mr. Harper hands the witness tissue.]
Q. S you recall that particular incident oﬁ that
day?
A. Right., 8he --
Q. Gm.ah&ad. T am sorry.
A, She -~ like I said, she had a cough, but she
didn't appear to be in any pain or injured in any way.
She wasg -~
Q. Had you had a chance to obsexve her? Do you

change diapers on some of the kids down there as the

ddiractor?

A, Oh, ves.

0. Had vou done that with her on oceasion?
-9 Yes, Beveral times.
. Did you ever notice anything, any injuries or

anything wrong with hery
BY MR. SERMOS: Objection, Your Honor. He's
leading the witness.
BY THE COURT: Let's don't lead the witness, Mr.
Hanper .
BY MR. HARPER: I apologize, Your Honor.
BY THE COURT: Let's go ahead and proceed.
BY MR. HARPER:
0, What, if anything, did vou ever observe aboub
HeY appearancs prier to February 21 of 20022

AL Maddie was a very clean, well nourished child.




LAGERGONT FOIMA B PESOAS 15008100 1) 4 whm 2eopad &0

Lh3) kel

N S

190

S

iz
13
i4
15
ié
17
18
i8
20
23
22
23
24
25
26
a7
28

29

Direct BExamination - SBoodwin 336
She never had any bruises or marks on her of any:kind“ My
staff was raguired to do a health check on the children
every worning, and they were to document any bruises, any

marks, and report immediately to we anything suspicious at

all.
g. Did you ever have any reports of --
A Nothing.
. -- dnvolving hex?
A. Hever.
2. Now, when you say they were reguired to, is that

by law or ie that just a reguirement that y'all had? What
was - -

A, They were required to document it. 1 reguired
themn to report it to me.

. And no reports had sver been made prior to
that -~ was a2 report made on that date, February 2lst,
about any --

A Ho.

0. ~= injuries to her?

A. No. XNever on Maddie,

Q. And vou indicated that you do recall observinpg
her that one time and possibly other times. Did vou

obgerve anything about her physical appearance that day

{that would indicats to you what, if anything, had bean

done to her prior to that?

B, Nothing.

Q. Okay. . and I will ask ?ou- g vou change her
diapers to yvour recollection on February the 21st?

A, T did not on February the 21ist.
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0. Did members of vour staff do that during the

course of that day?

A, Oh, ves. I1'm sure they changed several times
that day.

0. I believe she was about six months ©ld; is that
right?

A Yea.

Q. It would be pretty common practice with a six
month old -~

BY MR. SERMOS: Objection, Your Honox. Leading
the witness, |
BY MR. HARPER: 1 apologize, Your Honor. I'm
just btrying -~
BY THE COURT: That will be sustained. Rephrase
your guestion, Mr. Harper.
BY MR, HARPER:

0. Would it have been a reguirement that your staff
would changs her diapers several times during the coﬁrse
of a day when she wag there?

‘ A, Yes. And they were to document each time that

zhe was‘changad, and they were to tell on the

documentation for the parent if she was wel or had a bowel

mervenment .
O Okay .
A. He had --

Q. I'm sorry.
E. Ke had forms. Just Xerox forms, and the care
givers would cirele the time and write out beside it a "We

fox wet oy "B® for bowel movement. 85O she was changed
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Direct Examination - Goodwin 328
many times that day.

0. id they, in fact, do that on February Zlst of
20027

A, Yes.

4. What, if anything, on that report on that date
was remarkable, if anything? ‘

A. Nothing that I know of. That report was then
given to her mother when shé wag picked up.

o, Okay. But nobody made any reports to you?

A. Ng, they 4&id not.

Q. End I beligve vou said she was picked up that
day at approximately wha; rime?

A. Five-thirty by her wother.

Q. Okay. |

BY MR, HARPER: The Court will indulge me just
one moment, Your Honoy.
BY THE COURT: Yes.
(Mr. Harper and Mr. Rosenblatt confer.}
BY MR. HARPER: Please the Courl, Your Honor.

May I approach the witness?

BY THE COURT: Certainly.
BY Mr. HARPER:

Q. Ms. Goodwin, I am going to hand yvou an exhibit
chat's besn narked ag State's BExhibit 2, and ask if vou'll
lock at that and tell me whether or not you can identify
who's in the pictuzre?

A. That's Maddie,

BY MR. HARPER: That's all I have, Your Honox.

BY THE COURT: &All right. Any

T
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Cross-Examination - Goodwin 329
cross-examination?
CROSS~-EXAMINATION
BY MR. SERMOS:.

Q. Do you recall talking to Deputy Darion Smith?

A. I do.

Q. And that would have been back on the 22nd of
February of this year?

A. Correct.

Q. Okay. And do you remember telling him that you
had -- that no bruises or signs of abuse were ever
cbserved on Maddie?

A. Yes. That's correct.

0. Chloe as we call her. Okay. And you also toid

him that Rebecca Britt -- that's the mother, right?
A. Corxrect.
Q. That Rebecca Britt's mother, Lillian Watson,

paid the billgs at the day care; is that correct?

A. That is correct.

Q. And are you a licensed social worker?

A. No.

Q. But you were at a state licensed day care

|center, correct?

A. Correct.

Q. That means you all are mandated reporters for
any allegations of child abuse or any signs of chilq
abuse; is that correct?

A. That is correct.

Q. So you were or your staff would have a duty to

report regardless of your own internal rules; isn't that

[ TP
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Crogs-Bxamination - Goodwin 330

right?

A. Definitely. Yes.

Q. Aand that would be according to the Mississippi
Code, right?

A, Right .

G, From what you observed of Maddie, she was always

glean, wasn't she?

- Yes.

Q. Well nourished?

A, Yes.

Q. You had never seen any signs of abuse on her?
A. No.

BY MR, EERMOZ: No further guestions, Your
Honoy.

BY THE COURT: Any redirect?

BY MR. HARPER: We have no further cuestions of
this witness, Your Honor. We'd agk that she bhe
excused at this time, I think, from our subposna. I
dont't know whetbher the defense may have her under
subpoena, LoO.

BY THE COURT: Is there any reason to keep this
witness unier subpoena?

BY MR. BERMOS: No, Your Honor. We would excuse
her also.

BY THE COURT: You may step down, and vou will
be excused and released from your submpoesna.

BY THE WITNESS: Thank you.

{Witness steps down.)

BY THE COURYT: Who does the State call as your

B e 2 ]
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